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8 THE CASTLE SPEC'l'RE.

'O my loTd!' .aid KenTick. 'let me now claim the long
promi5ed Tetirement : till I leagued witb you, guilt wa8 un-
knowD to me; I now wish a .pot where uninterrupted peni-
teDce may bring peace; my hands aTe free from actual
blood but my crimel are heavy .'

, Stay .' interrupted O&mond. ' no more of this di5mal
tbe:ne; a retreat is already provided for you. wheTe I
trust you will find a calm repose..

, Generous friend,' exclaimed KenrickJ full of gratitude ;
, let me thank you on my kl}ees-pardon meJ I thought of
late you seemed cool. al}d I mi5tru5ted your friendship.'

, EnoughJ enough, my good Kenrick.' said O5mond.
cla5ping his hands-he theD ordered him to retIreJ and send
the Lady Angela to him. He aro5e at her enlrallceJ 311d
greeted her with courteou!l salutations, which were repJied
to very coolly by our youthfuJ heroine; she bad heard trom
dame Alice. the talkative hous~keeper of the ca.tJe, (\vho
had lol}g heJd tilat stalionJ and was as proud of reJatil1g Ihe
traditiol}JI of the family as she was of hoJding the keys)
mucb the same account of Earl O$mondJ and the murdered
p8irJ as that given by Gilbert to Percy. nut whel} be
offt.rerl her hin1Self ;in marriage, and to make her th~ un-
controlled mistress of a1l hil vast possessionsJ she indig-
nantJy refuled himJ and avowed ber love. her ullallerabJe
paSIion for the peasant Edwy. Oh! what sounds of har-
mony and jt)y to Norlhumber)and.s greedy ear, a3 he stood
ca&ed in armour on the pedestal. Jn vain Osmond tried to
comb3t against her trulh and predilection for anolher, till
overcome with rage, he talked of ll~ing force-a hol1ow groa'
met hi& ear; he &tarted back, but recovering hims,,)t: he
jmpiously said, ' Ange)a sha)) be mjne, though hel1 alld al1
ilie furie& jl}terft're ; , and wilh these ,vords, he clasped the
love)y shrieking maid round the ,vaist w;th his dl:tested
aTm5: at this importanl moment a secondgr~wai heardJ
accompanied bya clanking 11oi5e of armour ; Osmond turlled
roondJ and wa~ horror-slrul:k Ol} beholding lhe ~talue-de-
scend from ilS pedestal al}d ad'l:lnce towards bjm m a
meDacing attitode.- NatureJ blel}ded wjth a gujlt-stained.
coDscience, could not supporl the shockJ and the earl fell
scnseless on the floor, cr>'jng out. ' shade of lh~ murder~d

R~ginaldJ jn mercy sparo: mc !.
Angela, thus provi,lent;a ))y rescued from his ruRìan.like

graspJ fled from the armollryi and ai she wa51e3viDg it, 8he
Ipied a daggerJ which she sejzed, fròm the jdea jt mjght
S:ord ber aid in some futuro oxtr~mity. 8hould Osmond
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ba"e the temerity to reneVÌ his base attacks on ber per$on.
Thi6 was to be to her an evening of woriders-she had not
long gllined ber own apartment, when Gilbert introdo~ed
Earl Percy, now divested of bis borrowed am)Our ; k neehng
at her feet, he thanked ht:r with ardour for her t:onstancf to
hirn, and avow"d ~the stratagem he had used to obtain a
sight of her. .It il not raDk or fortune can sway myaffec-
tions,. said tbe bll\shing maid ; .alld though I am now de-
clared to be the heiress of the hte Sir Mall;olm Mowbray,
yet Ed\vy, thtl peao;ant. ;s as dear to nle as in those happy
peacefl\1 ddy!i wbell 1 considered myself {he ,vorthy Allan.s

daughler..
.Exce1le1\t girI, exnlted creature !. exclaim('d hf'r lover,

I I wi1l no longer ,jis~emble -it would be ung!nerous-1 am

not Edwy, lht! p~asant, but P~rcy. Nortbumb~rland.s Earl,
a~ such I am known to tbe tyrant Osmond ; he bas refllsed
rny suit, and from the most uuworlhy motives. Dearest
Angela, ).ou must confide in me; you are nGt saf~ a moment
here; Giihert, who waits without, will give us egress from
the castlt! ; na}' .do not hesitate. thi. opportunily lost. ,ve
may meel pcrhap5 uo more.

At Ihis moment the d0or ovened, and Kt'nri~k. witb tbe
black slaves entered. and made a prisoner ofPt't"cy, whom
1hey dragged into the presence of Osmond, lea\'ing Ihe ter-
rilied AI'gela overwhelmed witb desp;\lr. I..atller Phillip
.entered tùe room, and exborted I~r ~1:(,f.~~lrort. a~ he would
do every Ihillg in hi9 power to baricncrfier-he then asked
her if she ùid not sle~p in tt,e ccdar chamber; 5he re-
plit!d in the affirm3tive; he said it \vas laVOlIlable to lù5
-designs, but did not explain himself f\lrther .

.I ha\,e been 50 fortunale.. said he. .as to ~3\,e the life
ofGilbert, b)' warnillg hi~ to t1ee from Ihe c..~tle ; a rnillute
.nore, and il would havebeen too late-the w:ltcb(ul Kenrick
J13d discovered Ihl: Earl Percy, and tbe mea..s by which be
was introduced iDto tbe armoury ; aud O.IJlOlld was so irri-

, tated by Ibe false ahrnl be bad undergone. aud the fru)tra-

.tion of his schemes that he f)rderetl his instant deatb As
ior Northu;l)berland. he will not ddre to 'ake his life, and I
trust the captivity of yol\r lover will be sbort ; so daughter
be of good clleer, we sha1l &oon ml:ct ag8iD :. witil tilese
words he withdrc\v.

Percy taxed O;mond ,vilh cow:jrdice, in imprisoning au
~narmed individuaI. and dared him to instant combat if he
U/ou.ld give him a sword.;t
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