
THE

CASTLE SI>ECrrRE "

AN ANCIENT ROMANCE.

CAiTLE CONW A. Y, situated on the borders ofWales, iD

.most romantic spot, took its name from the rapid flood

of waters thal Javed its WBIJs, complelely surrounding tbe

west and northern boundaries of this stupendous edifice. the

ruins of whic!) remain till this day, to tell the curiou.i

and enquiring traveller wha' i, &Rce Wal. Oft did th" pea-

8ant. whil" regaling afier the Jabour8 of the day. with his

Dut-brown aie, repeat the horrific story of the Spectre of

Lady Evelina, and tl1e base Earl O.!mond. \~.\~~

But hers, gentle reader, wa8 not the only 8upernatural

visitant Conway Castle could boast: tradition says that it~

: {ounder. Lord Hubert. rirles o\.er hi8 domains on th" first

, of every moon. rnoullted on a rnilk white steed. clad in

glittering armour ; alld that hi8 failhlesl wife, L.'ldy Bertba.

i8 then 8een and h~ard. shriekillg, amid8t Ihe ,vest~rn

.ower, where he had immured her tor incolltinellce while

he ~.as at Palesline: that Baron Hildebrand. who lost his

life for high Ireason, regularly walks ill the great hal1 e\,cry

night. with his head und~r.his arm. Hut a, ~.e arc alike

ignorant of tlle truth or fillsehood of these ass~rti()n8, we shal(

not enter into a more minule d~lail, but confinc our elves to

j that of the4Èl..:velina, which is certailJiy foullded on fact.

, Near AJnwicK,~Ire, in Norlhumberhnd, lived il peasant.

or ralher shepherd, named Allan j his marnlers, his cottage.

,i his flocks, al1 bore a marke~rjority lo Ihos~ of hii im-

;l mediate neighbours j and h~ was a lenallt much respect~d

.i by the Percy falJ1ily. He had but one child.. a d3ughter.

+ named Ang..lil, alld her he esteemed hi" richesl treasure j

, her person wal mosl Jovely, her mind pure as Ihc uniuiJied

~ 8now. and her naliv:: sense and elega"ce of malmers ex-

' eeeded alI the endowments of art or .tudied accomplish-
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