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THE CASTLE SPECTRE.
~ent~. The yOUl1g Lord Percy heard of her charm9, and, f
dlsgws~d a9 a ptasant, he 8ought her soci"ty, and lhe )
t:onsequence was tllat he became de~ply enamoured, and 1
8e~ret\y vow~d that no 01her mai~en sbol1ld ever become his \
brlde-he stl11 kept to h.s rustlC dress. resolvillg tbat if 1
Allgc\a acceptl:d him, she Sho"ld ~o it for lo\e 3nd pre- 1
fl:rl:nce 310ne, and nol b~ swayl:d by advantllge and Ihe-
templatiul1 bis h;rth and weatlh wl)"ld holl1 °"t. He. Soon
bec.ame convinceù Ihal her ~ea,l. wa!l Irl1ly his, and lhat i
lbelr 10\,e was mutua\ ; but hls father he knew WOl1ld never ;
CODSenl to 6uch an union, aDd thert:fore be pro\on!.,ed lhe ;
courtship, wilhoul coming lo any ecc\lIirci6~em,nt. He wa& i

scarce of age, alld Ange\a bul ~e\,enle~t1, when Earl Pcrcy .1
being laken ill in London. his son wa6 sent 10r, and \1e ar- .

rived allbeir toWn residence on\y in time to cto6e his..f~lb~(s.- '!
eye8. Tbe funeral being over, he hastened b;lck to- ;
Northumber\aud, and sending for A"an to hi8 castle, he ;jexplained hoW he had courted Angela under lhe name of .

Edwy, and noW enlreall:d lhd ha~d of lhe fair damsel

in marriage. .Why \ook &O wrelcbed and woe-begcne..
A"an ì' said lhe eart, at lhe conc\usiol1 of hi!l specch ; I :;
thoUght lo have given lhee joy-does my otfer displease lheeì' ;

The 01d man answered. it would have been the pride of 1

his life lo have beheld Angela the bride of Norùlumber\and;
\but she wa9 not his daughter.

.Hùw !. said the aslOnished ear\-A"an proceeded: .
..Tis noW near sis.tccn years sinceJ tl)at my dame and I \
were sitting by our poor fire, for our \Ot wa9 then very j
humble, having met wilh keen losses and misforlUnes. ;i
that a well-dressl:d stranger entE'red our cottage, l\Dd de- \
\ivered to our care a lovely female cbild, and a con6iderable l
6um of money-be hlld IJJ'D~~ co~ersation with us, and it j
ended in our taking oatJis to \\rÌllg(up Ange\a as our own. ~
and n~ver belray the secret ; we were templed to this by .~
poverly. and 1;kewi6e from Il knowlt:dge that we SbOlÙd do ~
justice, and be lcnder to th~ child, , which might not be the ; .

C3se were 6h. lo fall into other hands. .rh~ man seemed i
salisfied wilh our assurapces lhlll"'e would move the very ,:l1es.l day(anà we carne here) where we were unknoViR. that .

lhe babe might pass for ours ; and he left uur dwelli~gtTe-
fusing, thoUgb it was \ate and stormy, a shelter for the
Ilight. My wife immedialely Jooked OUt sume clolhe8 be-
longing lo a lillle girl we bad buried ; and on going 10 cbaDge
\hoSe of tbe litÙe &tranger. which aet'med from it. maDÙe i
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to be damp, we were sh.ocked and strllck with borror, on
removing that coverjng, to tind an attempt had been made
on its life ; there was a wound on her tbroat, alld tbe Ilnder
~arments were spotted with blood. Angela received frori1
us parental care, and we looked on her as our own, nor did
we suppose, year after year elapsing with')llt any notice
being taken, tbat she would ~ver be claimed ; the mon~y
we received with her prospered, and we regarded both it
alld her as bles,ings sent from hea,en ; nor did we evt;r
for a rnoment look on her as an incllmbrallce to ollr pros.
pects, as I have heard of peoplc being wicked t:nol\gh
to do in similar clrcumstances. Alas ! my lord, while
you were gon~ to London. Angela ..a. taken from w.
and we were told 111at sbe is Ihe dallghter -Qf-8ir. M~lcolm
~~wbray, dec..ased j ,vho on hi~ de~ed acknowledg""èa
her as-fi\schìla;--and left her t() the gllardiansbip ot his
dearest friend, ..:ar) O;;m,'nd, (Jf C(m\l.ay Cast!e, "bith..r ~he
is removed solt:l;' ag3inlit her will, f()r tiùe and grandeur -had
no effect on the dear gi,1. It was then. my lord, she re-
".eal~d to me her love f()r Edwy, and charged me witl} a
tel}der Ines~age, should he seek my cotlage, fvr she sajd
he had been ob)iged to go some miles henc~, al}d she daily
expected his retllrn. Ah! noble P..rcy, wo"ld she had beel}
your bride before thjs e\'ent, Il}en she had received safc
protection; for both dame and I Ihigk tllis a strange
story, and the more so, as the very \l}an wl}o brol1ght her
here, is tlle one wl}o fetcllt:d her away ; and we lIave sil}ce
learned that his name is Kenrick, a confidenlial dependant
of the earl, which. collnected with Il}e woun'ed itate in
which ,ve received her, does not look well.

This accollnt made Earl Percy anxjolli and Ili\easy ; I}e
withollt delay serJt a COl1rjer witl} a let'er to 03mond 10 a~k
,the hand of Al}gela, but a positive del1ial was relurlled.
The unh3ppy lover then set OUI in I}js peasant.8 dre~~ to
Conway Ca~ùe. in hopes to obtail} an interview with his
beloved. Ju~t a~ he arrived in sight of the wa\ls. he was
so fortllnate a~ to enCO\\nter Gilb~rt. an old seryagt ofhis
father, but now a relainer of Earl O~mond-he had re-
ceived many favours from Percy, and was bDllnd to the
noble yollth by firm grJtilllde. T~ earl made himse)f
known to Gilbert, explained his love for Ange:a. and his
wish ~o have ~n interview wilh her, preparalorY' to hi.i de-
111andmg her m person from hl!r gllardian.
! :'..As to your persona\ly 8eeing Earl Osmond .' rep'ied
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