THE CASTLE SPECTRE.

ments. The young Lord Percy heard of her .charms,dar:g;
dis ui;scd as a peasant, he songht her society, and the
o equence was that he became deeply enamoufe , nd
cor‘\s (l‘ owed that no other maiden should e\'er_btcome .
slft::ie‘-zl:'e still kept to his rustic dress_. resolving t(l;atr;-
Arlllgila accepted him, she should do":d fc?r l‘:\: a:ndp‘har
ference alone, and not be swayed b)l .lr‘\:“g o o
temptaticn bis birth and \lxeall]t‘le:;)'u&iaqxo‘ ; u‘yl b et
bec?nllc'w‘:;;n:;e\‘xltu‘:{a-‘ b\:: his father he knew would Sev‘er
p 0: eto such an Dl’liOll, and thereforfa )w prolong;] ‘t" 1;
consinh' without coming to any ecclaircissemunt. ‘ ; was
Sorce l‘t)"a e, and Angela but seventeen, wben Ea:‘l hee ar):
sl;:ea'\rncg t(':lke%m i,ll in London, his son was sent i‘or, :\?3_ Lidi
" rived at their town residence only in time to ¢ osed fatherd-
o The foneral being over, he hastene ck o
gg:;humberland, and sending for Allan t(;) :ll\sh:a:\an;e .
explained how he had cour:led‘ hAenE::\ad u:f fhe e sl
Edwy, -and n?v‘:vs;t{z:t: 80 wretchgd and yvoe-be%‘cf\e.
l.zﬁgﬁr:”af;}i the eatl, at the conclusion of;!ls fe‘:;esic(h ;_e?’
thougﬁt to have given theezi joiyt—;c‘l)(:ﬁ; x;:zv(;ﬁ';: e{:syhe b e of
wered, t
hi?{il}: too1 (llxa‘:‘: '1‘;:}?21(1 Angela the bride of Northumberland;

i ter. .
bm‘l!—ilh:w“z'as ::i:lh‘:hgauss‘l‘onished earl—Allan dp;r:)c;eziﬁl :
¢ 'Tis m;w near sixteen year; aincz;r t::z; lr(?xywas e ety
Tom lsmik[:gvi:y x::: E:i(:;\ l::,en losses and misf(\m(;m;esi
lx)l:l::lt]:e”wd?-drgssed stranger entered our cottage, D

hveled to our care a lovely fe“la‘e Chl‘d, and a conﬂdelable

sum of money—he hadtgram éqqy‘

i iNsup Angela as our OwD,
d in our taking oalh ring up
fzn((lle never betray the secret ; we Were te:gla;: ed o 1 db
o -, and Jkewise from aknowlcdge e s the
Pov?nh d be tender to the child, ,whlclx'q1|g t x;n e
Justlce';r:nsm \o fall into other hands. llzliw;n ::] I ey
caspg d with our assurances that we wou ove e
satis ‘el (and we came here) where we were undweﬁ)igg{g,’ at
nextb ;)e might pass for ours; and he left ourl el e
i tho§ h it was late and stormy, a Sh€ or o e
‘;:ag‘!tx‘tg ’ %vife immediately }oo(llied o‘;l:) :ugmo;:ng (l)o o e
i o 10 a little girl we had buried ; 208 \
{%x;%;ngf the linlg stranger, which seeme
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%o be damp, we were shocked and struck with horror, on
removing that covering, to find an attempt had been made
on its life ; there was a wound on her throat, and the under
garments were spotted with blood. Angela received from
s parental care, and we looked on her as our own, nor did
we suppose, year after year elapsing without any notice
being taken, that she would ever be claimed ; the money
-we received with her prospered, and we regarded both it
and her as blessings sent from heaven; nor did we ever
for a moment look on her as an incambrance to our pros-
pects, as I have heard of people being wicked enough
to do in similar clrcumstances. Alas! my lord, while
you were gone to London, Angela was taken from us,
and we were told that she is the danghter of Sit Malcolm
Mowbray, decrased; who onhis death-bed acknowledged
her a3 his"child; “and left her to the guardianship of his
dearest friend, Ear] Osmond, of Conway Castle, whithcr she
is removed solely against her will, for title and grandeur had
no effect on the dear gitl. It was then, my lord, she re-
vealed to e her love for Edwy, and charged me with a
tender message, should he seck my cotiage, for she said
he had been obliged to go some miles hence, and she daily
expected his return. Ah! noble Percy, wonld she had been
your bride before this event, then she had received safe
protection; for both dame and 1 thiak this 2 strange
story, and the more so, as the very man who brought her
here, is the one who fetched her away ; and we have since
learned that his name is Kenrick, a confidential dependant
of the earl, which, counected with the woun.ed state in

. which we received her, does not look well.’

This account made Eail Percy anxious and uneasy ; he
without delay sent a courier with a letier to Osmond 1o ask
the hand of Angela, but a positive denial was returned.
The unhappy lover then set out in his peasant’s dress to
Conway Castle, in hopes to obtain an interview with his
beloved. Just as he arrived in sight of the walls, be was
so fortunate as to encounter Gilbert, an old servant of his
father, but now a retainer of Earl Osmond—he bad re-
ceived many favours from Percy, and was bound to the
noble youth by firm gratitude. The earl imade himself
known to Gilbert, explained his love for Angela, and his
wish to have an interview with her, preparatory. to his de-
wmanding her in person from her guardian.

;. *.As 1o your personally seeing Farl Osmond, replied




