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finest \vhich the presentcentul'yha5 produced. for tha.t ~ere bu.t

a pitiful compliment)-but a tragedy) wQrthyàlike of the :B1'itisl1

'Dl'ama) and of tbe rich al1d glQ\vil1g rallcy Q.f its a?(hor.

Following our t1sual praclice) we sQall not ma:l' the inter~st.

\vhich the plot of this tragedy w\11 excite, by detailing it r() ~r

readers, but mereJy Qbserve that it is ex;treli1eIy interesting, thou~h

pel'haps it may by sonle be lhoug!lt rather. too batren of incident ;

the charactel'l! al'e few, but\veII;.dra\vff; and thei.deas and langu~ge

are throughout exquisitely beautiful; Amongst t~e person'agesof

th~ drama) Bert,.a1J~ holds theturem9stand gl'andest p.ace; it is ,

indeed a fi\1e, a magnificent charac~eÌ'; a character upon which

theallt'lor.has eKpendet! alll)is Iabour, andlavished alI his skill i: a

charactel., which few Il1inds \1ave tile power t() conc.eive; a~d st~U

fc\yel' rhe ability to deIjneate. ~l.te remai~ing pa,rts> th6~ghably.

dra\-vl1, are De.ce$q~rily .subprdi.nate ~o this ; in theda~zljng,spJe11:

dour of Bertra!,1,}~ss. brl~li~~t.l~hts ~re,Iosf~,?r ~,c!tl'celyperceiv~d.

'rhis 'e"quisite cQff~eptiol1-o(the poet wàSas'ablJe~b9diedby~l'.
.Kean. Jnthepal't of Bertràm his defects are foJ:'g9ttena.nd t~r..

given; ?ond thollgh\ve ~refar fr9m thin!Jqg hi~,.in aQ~h~1;:ac..
ters. the ((fauIt.ess monster.. which his friendlyenemies wowd

a5sert, we willingly~\vard him unqualìfied praise in this. 'r~è .

dark and deadly wol'kings of a re'leng~ful spìrit wel'epo.rtray~d

witli~dmjl'able fQrce and fidclity. .The Etàge h~ nothilÌg fiI.1~rto

~he\v: th\1,ff hìs demonìacal exul~ation in thc second Act. \vhere,he

1XIl~ines tbeo\)jec~ ofhis~~at!~d wit~~n h}sgl'a~p~ ~~d hi~lf
à,bout to taste t.he $Weetest. pf ~. gl'atifi~t~o~s:c;p.e:y~~ge:~((~e

att1'ibute ofg~ds:" ,W,e I!:l~.St,pal;!se hel'e tpi'e~ark ~PQ~~4e.jn..

jt~st!ce done.to1he atlthorby,~hose wbo\y~~l~ insipù,~~~th.atf.or-
the hillt of this cha~acter he is cil:l.debt~d to a~ àt~entiv~ ~tu(ly"of

LorùByron.spoeI11s; We ~ave se.en the ~dea s(arted inanexc~l-

l~nL~!;1nday p~pl;Ì' (The Champion), but its' ~O~l'e(!t~~ss,~~"l1Q9'i-

tively deny, It is eyident that the wri~er pft~e re~#~sin. !l~~s~

t;,o~ l,as ~ever seen "Mr. ~'t:at!ll'iJ)'~ ((~~t~t~eyeqge," ,I!ubIish~d

lol}g.,bef{Jre LoTdnyr.on'sp,o~m~wE::r~!ip:o\~ to:the ~orld::~p~n

~eh~sper:~s,cq t,~twQtk, he .wjllbe~pl;1vlnced~hat .Mr.:~p;~Jl-

rip .s imagin~tion11~de~~}o ,~~h~jd. Thecri~ic"WouJdJ;per~JJ~J

Jl8:vebeen nea\,e.I.~~~;m~~; t)~d~e,~a1d'~~at:t~~a~th9r h~d; d.~~p]y

~t~di&l,;M:~s,,~jUie'9adl:1l~à1?leo((."De, Mo»tfQrt." ,~e !:l~ ~vmc.ed
VIJL. VIlI. -8 c

~

I


