
Il Dipartimento di Lettere e Filosofia dell’Università di 
Firenze, in collaborazione con la rivista “Aisthesis. Pratiche, 
linguaggi e saperi dell’estetico” (edito dalla Firenze 
University Press) e con il patrocinio della Fondazione ACRI 
e della Società Italiana di Estetica, è lieto di presentare il 
Convegno Internazionale “From The Aesthetic Mind 
To The Symbolic Mind: Perceptual Dynamics, Mimetic 
Practices and Human Theatricality”.
Finalizzato a costituire uno spazio di confronto 
interdisciplinare sul tema del rapporto tra “mente estetica” 
e “mente simbolica”, il Convegno si pone come punto di 
convergenza tra apporti di varie generazioni di studiosi 
provenienti da ogni parte del mondo, al crocevia tra filosofia, 
antropologia, scienze cognitive e psicologia sperimentale.

The Dipartimento di Lettere e Filosofia at Università di 
Firenze, in collaboration with the peer-reviewed Journal 
“Aisthesis. Pratiche linguaggi e saperi dell’estetico” 
(published by Firenze University Press), along with the 
partnership of the ACRI Foundation and the Società 
Italiana di Estetica, is pleased to present the International 
Conference “From The Aesthetic Mind To The Symbolic 
Mind: Perceptual Dynamics, Mimetic Practices and 
Human Theatricality. “
Aimed at providing a space of interdisciplinary debate on 
the relationship between “Aesthetic Mind” and “Symbolic 
Mind”, the Conference arises as a gathering point for 
inputs coming from various generations of scholars 
spread all around the world, sitting at the crossroads 
between philosophy, anthropology, cognitive sciences and 
experimental psychology.

Scientific Direction: Fabrizio Desideri (fabdesideri@unifi.it)
Executive Secretary: Vincenzo Zingaro (vincenzo.zingaro@unifi.it)

Saturday 28 october 
Aula Magna, Scuola di Studi Umanistici e della 
Formazione, Via Laura, 48

9:30	 Chair: Salvatore Tedesco

9:40	 Keynote speaker: Maddalena Mazzocut-
Mis – Introduction to aesthetics, 
theatricality and performativity

11:00	 Discussants: Carlo Serra, Elena Tavani, 
Rita Messori

	 11:15	 Coffee break

11:30	 Communication: Marianela Calleja – The 
sublime in music and the musically sublime 
in Lutoslawski’s Three Poems by Henri 
Michaux	

11:50	 Communication: Maria Morelli – The 
body as language: Italian feminist theatre 
and the performative

12:10	 Communication: Gaia Clotilde 
Chernetich – Movement, text and 
expression. Facts and figures in dance 
dramaturgy

12:30	 General debate

13:30	 Conference closing and final greetings
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16:00	 Communication: Anna Caterina Dalmasso 
– The Techno-Aesthetic Mind. Technicity 
and Symbolism in the Body

16:20	 Coffee break

16:35	 Keynote speaker: Helmut Leder – 
Empirical Aesthetics: new developments for 
a Psychology of the Arts	

18:00	 Communication: Mariagrazia Portera – 
Aesthetic niche construction: a two-way 
process between the human mind and the 
environment.

18:40	 Conference day closing

Friday 27 october 
Aula Magna, Scuola di Studi Umanistici e della 
Formazione, Via Laura, 48

9:15	 Chair: Alberto Peruzzi

9:30	 Keynote speaker: Christoph Wulf – The 
mimetic creation of the Imaginary

10:30	 Discussant: Elena Tavani

10:35	 Communication: Federica Buongiorno 
– The extended mind as symbolic mind: a 
phenomenological critique

10:55	 Communication: Fausto Fraisopi – From 
Aesthetic Structures to Symbolic and 
back: the virtuous circle between Art and 
Science

11:10	 Coffee break

11:25	 Keynote speaker: Daniel Dor – Language 
and imagination: from the symbolic mind to 
the aesthetic mind

12:25	 Discussant: Carlo Serra

12:30	 Communication: Michela Summa – 
Phenomenology of fictional emotions: 
descriptive, normative and transformative 
aspects

12:50	 Communication: Elvira Di Bona – On the 
Specialty of Musical Experience

13:10	 Lunch

14:40	 Chair: Pina De Luca

15:00	 Keynote speaker: Andrew Benjamin – 
Mimesis and invention: Plato and Kant

16:00	 Discussant: Rita Messori

16:05	 Communication: Tea Lobo – 
NeuroplastiCity: staging, mediating and 
narrating the relation between Polis and 
Psyche

16:25	 Communication: Valeria Maggiore – 
Mens aesthetica, mens plastica: da Goethe a 
Catherine Malabou

16:45	 Coffee break

17:15	 General debate

18:00	 Conference day closing

Thursday, 26 october

Aula Magna, Scuola di Studi Umanistici e della 
Formazione, Via Laura, 48

9:30	 Welcome and greetings 
	A nna Nozzoli 
	 Direttore del Dipartimento di Lettere e 

Filosofia)
10:00	 Chair: Filippo Fimiani

10:10	 Fabrizio Desideri – General 
introduction 

10:40	 Keynote speaker: Jérôme Dokic – From 
the aesthetic experience to the evaluative 
judgement and back

11:30	 Saluto del Rettore dell’Università di 
Firenze Luigi Dei

11:40	 Coffee break

11:45	 Discussant: Andrea Mecacci

12:00	 Communication: Lorenzo Bartalesi – 
From the aesthetic mind to the human 
cultures: there and back again

12:20	 Communication: Filippo Contesi – 
Tasting disgust?

13:10	 Lunch

14:40	 Chair: Roberto Diodato

15:00	 Keynote speaker: Gregory Currie – 
Aesthetic symbols: why we value original 
works of art

15:45	 Discussant: Silvano Zipoli Caiani
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